
Alutiiq Museum Bulletin

Lois Fields remembers the sounds of 
her childhood. She recalls happy days with 
her grandmother Olga Naumov Larsen in 
Afognak Village, surrounded by conversations 
in Alutiiq, Russian, English, and even 
Norwegian. Although her grandmother 
insisted that Fields “speak American,” she 
absorbed the vocabulary of the village, and a 
gift for languages.

At the University of Washington Fields 
majored in Russian, studying the language 
every day. As an adult she taught Russian 
to high school students, obtained a master’s 
degree in Slavic linguistics, subsidized her 
income by translating documents, and 
assisted Russian immigrants. In 2010, she 
shared her linguistics gifts with the Alutiiq 
Museum, translating a Russian publication 
to share in Alaska.

“Will Anderson and Sven Haakanson 
were going to Russia,” said Fields. “At the 
time I was a Koniag board member. Th ey 
brought back photos of the objects in Russia 
and shared them at our meetings. I was 
intrigued by the objects and I could read the 
captions.”

Th e images were of artifacts collected in 
the Alutiiq world between 1780 and 1867, 
shipped to St. Petersburg, Russia, and stored 
in the Russian Museum of Anthropology 
and Ethnography.

“Th ese are some of the oldest and 
most beautifully preserved objects 
from our ancestors’ Alutiiq world,” said 
Alutiiq Museum Executive Director Sven 
Haakanson, Jr. “Koniag and the Alutiiq 
Museum helped a team of Russian scholars 
to raise funds to photograph the collection, 
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which the Russian museum published in 
Russian. Th e next step was to transform 
their book into an English edition.”

Th is is where Fields joined the eff ort.
“I recognized all of the work it would 

take to do the translation, but I knew I 
could help. Being from an Alutiiq family, 
and being on the Koniag Board, I took 
a personal interest in the project and 
volunteered to do the translation.”

Th e job was long and diffi  cult in places. 
Th e volume contains 440 pages with 
specialized vocabulary and historic terms. 
Fields consulted the Russian authors and 
received assistance from Kathy Arndt, a 
University of Alaska scholar and expert in 
Russian American history.

Published in October by the University 
of Alaska Press, the book is a lushly 
illustrated collection of essays. Edited by 
Yuri Berezkin, it provides an introduction 
to the Alutiiq people, tracks the origins and 
use of the collection, and explores objects 
from Prince William Sound, the Kodiak 
Archipelago, and the Alaska Peninsula with 
detailed captions.

Fields is very proud of the result. “I felt 
privileged to have had this opportunity. To 
take the time to study the book was a real 
joy for me. I was fascinated by the stories 
that accompanied the items. Th ey triggered 
many memories. It felt like home. My 
motivation was to help the museum make 
this publication available as soon as possible 
to the elders and artists in my family and 
the larger Alutiiq community who were 
eager to see these items for the fi rst time.”

“Th is book will trigger a lot of creative 

activity. Lots of artists will be inspired. Th ere 
is an artistic touch to so many of these items, 
even those of utilitarian purpose. One can see 
the importance of art. It’s part of the sensibility 
of the whole culture.”

Funding for the publication came from 
many sources: Koniag Inc., Th e Alutiiq 
Heritage Foundation, the Alaska International 
Education Foundation, Bristol Bay Native 
Corporation, Chugach Alaska Corporation, 
CIRI Education Foundation, Perry Eaton, 
Th e National Park Service and the Rasmuson 
Foundation. 

Th e Alutiit/Sugpiat: A Catalog of Collections 
of the Kunstkamera is available from the Alutiiq 
Museum for $50. Contact Marya Halvorsen 
(907) 486-7004, marya@alutiiqmuseum.org, 
to purchase a copy.

Love your newsletter? Make sure it reaches 

you. Th is is the last paper issue of the 

museum’s quarterly bulletin. Starting with 

our Winter 2013 edition, we will be sharing 

museum news electronically. 

Help us save money and resources, while 

delivering you the same great 

information. Send your email address to 

danielle@alutiiqmuseum.org and we will add 

you to our electronic broadcast. Quyanaa.@E
-N
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2Nersaa’a. – Eat. (suggested kindly)

Cama’i
A lot has happened in the past 12 years. When I joined 

the Alutiiq Museum’s staff  in 2000, the process of 

understanding our ancestor’s world was beginning. I 

remember how the shelves of the museum store featured 

beautiful artwork from around Alaska, but little from our 

own region. I remember how embarrassed people were 

to speak Alutiiq in public. I remember how hungry our 

youth were for cultural programs, and how our ancestors’ 

ancient settlements were being vandalized. Much has 

changed since then. Th ere is a growing respect for Alutiiq 

heritage and awareness of its importance to the cultural 

fabric of Kodiak.

We did not do this alone. Many people and organizations 

have supported the museum’s eff orts, and others have 

taken up the cause with their own work. Alutiiq heritage 

is valued in the Kodiak community today because of 

these eff orts, but there is still work to be done. Cultures 

thrive not just by being documented, but by being lived 

and passed forward. Our community’s success in sharing 

the Alutiiq world represents a foundation, one that we 

can build on to ensure that our culture is celebrated in 

daily life.

Lean economic times make this essential work more 

diffi  cult. Now more than ever, we need your support. 

Th ere are fewer dollars available and more competition 

for contributions. In recent years we have reduced our 

staff , tightened our budget, and stretched each dollar 

as far as possible while still providing quality programs, 

events, and collections care. We are grateful for the trust 

in this process your continued support represents. 

Th is newsletter is fi lled with examples of how your 

contributions make a diff erence. I am especially pleased 

to share two new publications that celebrate the Alutiiq 

world. Th ese are lasting contributions to understanding 

our history. Th e Alutiiq Word of the Week book contains 

471 lessons for our popular weekly program. It represents 

a store of community knowledge available in no other 

source. Th e Alutiit / Sugpiat presents ancestral objects 

from collections stored in Russia. Th e book is a testament 

to the ingenuity and artistic talents of our people.

With best wishes for a happy holiday season and a 

prosperous new year,

Sven Haakanson, Jr.

Alutiiq Museum
Archaeological Repository

215 Mission Road, Suite 101

Kodiak, Alaska 99615

Phone: 907-486-7004  Fax: 907-486-7048

email: info@alutiiqmuseum.org

www.alutiiqmuseum.org

Alutiiq Heritage Foundation:Alutiiq Heritage Foundation:

 Chair:  Will Anderson, Koniag, Inc.

 Vice Chair:  Margaret Roberts, Koniag, Inc.

 Secretary: Donene Tweten, Natives of Kodiak, Inc.

 Treasurer: Perry Eaton, Ouzinkie Native Corp.

 Board Member: Jay Baldwin, Leisnoi, Inc.

 Board Member: Margie Bezona, KANA

 Board Member: Fred Coyle, Akhiok-Kaguyak, Inc.

 Board Member: Tanya Inga, Old Harbor Native Corp.

 Board Member: Loretta Nelson, Afognak Native Corp. 

 Board Member: Gordon Pullar, at large

 Board Member: Andy Teuber, KANA

 Open Seat: Leisnoi, Inc.

Alutiiq Museum Staff:Alutiiq Museum Staff:

 Executive Director: Sven Haakanson, Jr.

 Deputy Director:  Amy Steffi  an

 Museum Manager: Katie St. John

 Curator: Patrick Saltonstall

 Registrar: Marnie Leist

 Exhibits Coordinator: Jill Lipka

 Collections Assistant:  Carrie Barker

 Language Program Manager: April Laktonen Counceller

 Public Outreach Coordinator: Danielle Ringer

 Store Manager: Marya Halvorsen

Th e Alutiiq Museum is governed by Afgonak Native Corporation, Akhiok 

Kaguyak Inc., KANA, Koniag Inc., Leisnoi Inc., Natives of Kodiak Inc., 

Old Harbor Native Corporation, and Ouzinkie Native Corporation. Each 

organization elects a representative to the Alutiiq Heritage Foundation, the 

Alutiiq Museum’s board. Funding is provided by charitable contributions, 

membership fees, grants, contracts and sales from the museum store.

ALUTIIQ HERITAGE FOUNDATION MISSION STATEMENT:
Th e Alutiiq Heritage Foundation, through the Alutiiq Museum and 

Archaeological Repository, preserve the traditions of the Alutiiq people and 

promotes greater awareness of the rich cultural legacy of the indigenous 

peoples of the greater Gulf of Alaska region. Our collections are held in 

a repository that is accessible to the public. We encourage and support 

research on Alutiiq culture history, and disseminate the results of this 

research to the public through educational outreach, exhibits, special 

events, publications, and scholarly presentations.

Tax ID #92-0150422
Th e Alutiiq Museum Bulletin is published quarterly.

Printed by Camai Printing



3Nerengnaqua. – I am trying to eat.

LanguageLanguage

Where can you explore Alutiiq culture and sharpen your 

Alutiiq vocabulary? In the Alutiiq Word of the Week book. 

Published in October 2012, this 200 page paperback brings 

together 15 years of the museum’s popular lessons on all 

things Alutiiq, with a beautiful design by Alisha Drabek, 

historic photos, and a helpful index. Here’s what Alaskan 

schoolteachers had to say about the publication.

“Growing up in Kodiak, I sought out information about 

the Alutiiq people, about who we are- who I was- and was 

disappointed in the limited resources that were available to me. 

Steffi  an, Counceller, and all of the contributors to this book have 

delivered an extensive collection of local knowledge garnered from 

a range of primary, secondary, and tertiary sources. 

“Using this fantastic resource will aide teachers in meeting the 

Alaska Cultural Standards for Educators . . . linking what they 

are teaching to the everyday lives of the student.“

Peggy Azuyak

Kodiak Island Borough School District

“Pukuk! I no longer have to salvage an issue of the Kodiak 

Daily Mirror to eagerly obtain information on the Alutiiq Word 

of the Week. Proudly, and avariciously I now have at my fi ngertips 

a resource inundated with Elder knowledge about Kodiak’s Alutiiq 

culture and language, 15 years in the making.”

“As a teacher, my inability to accurately pronounce the words 

does not desist from the lessons generated by each word. Steffi  an & 

Laktonen-Counceller’s book begins with words of an endangered 

language, and yet its pages are evidenced with the history of a 

culture that is thriving.”

“Th is book is a must-have, even if you have to pukuk it, as it 

will become a model for other cultures who wish to preserve their 
language and history.”

Cheryl Meunier

Anchorage School District

To read the full book reviews, visit the latest news section of 

the Museum’s website at www.alutiiqmuseum.org. Copies of 

the Alutiiq Word of the Week: A Fifteen Year Compilation, are 

available from the Alutiiq Museum Store for $22.00. Contact 

Marya Halvorsen (907-486-7004, marya@alutiiqmuseum.org) 

for assistance, or place your order on the publications section 

of our online store. Produced with generous support from the 

Alaska Humanities Forum and the Kodiak Island Borough 

School District.

Find it Here!

Add some Alaskan fl air to the 

holidays with a stocking inspired by 

Alutiiq footwear. Join us to create 

your own Alutiiq holiday stocking. We’ll 

provide the felt, the decorations, and images 

of Alutiiq boots to inspire your creativity. 

For more information please contact Danielle 

Ringer, danielle@alutiiqmuseum.org, 

907-486-7004. Free and open to the public.

Sponsored by GCI

Alutiiq Holiday Stockings

Alutiiq Center Rotunda

Saturday, December 15

1:00 – 3:00 pm



4Ner’uten. – You are eating.

Ciruneq – Antler. 

K’liaqa ciruneq. – I am carving the antler. 

Antler-bearing mammals are not 

indigenous to the Kodiak Archipelago, 

yet antler has long been a favored material 

of Alutiiq craftsmen. Archaeological 

data illustrate that people traded for 

caribou tines with their neighbors on 

the mainland. Why? Antler is resilient, 

and can withstand impacts better 

than bone. As such, Kodiak craftsmen 

fashioned it into harpoons, arrows, 

EducationEducation

fi shhooks, wedges, and many other 

implements. Today Alutiiq people 

collect antler from Sitka black-tailed 

deer, a species introduced to Kodiak in 

the early twentieth century.

Th is fall, youth explored the art of 

antler carving in week-long workshops 

held in village schools. Artist Coral 

Chernoff  led the activities with support 

from museum staff  members Sven 

Haakanson and Danielle Ringer. Th e 

workshop culminated with carving 

sessions at the Kodiak College shop 

and a community reception at the 

Alutiiq Museum. 

During these experiences, students 

of all ages explored the ins and outs of 

working antler.  Th ey learned carving 

safety, studied the characteristics of 

antler, and experimented with a variety 

of carving tools – coping saws, fi les, 

and Dremel tools. Each student began 

carving practicing by making either 

an Alutiiq style scraper or a fi shing 

lure modeled after objects from the 

museum’s collection. After mastering 

the use of tools, many created other 

pieces including pendants, harpoon 

Brandy with a scraping tool

Subsistence Seasoned - Saucy Deer Ribs

Working with Antler
tips, bracelets, buttons, and spoons!

From project design to sanding and 

polishing, the workshops were fi lled with 

smiles, hard work, and learning. Delightful 

comments like, “I can’t wait to show 

my dad!” and “Th is fi sh has taught me 

patience,” illustrate the fun and inspiration 

generated. Quyanaa to Kodiak’s village 

schools for hosting the workshops and to 

the First Alaskans Institute for funding 

the program. 

True with a pendant

D I R E C T I O N S

Place deer ribs in baking dish and season with salt, pepper, 

Old Bay, and garlic, and sprinkle with diced onion. Place a 

small amount of water in the bottom of the pan. Cover with 

foil. Bake the ribs for about 1 ½ – 2 hours at 350 to 375 degrees.

Add sauce ingredients to a saucepan and bring to boil on the 

stove. Cook for about 5 minutes. Drain the water from the rib 

pan, and coat the ribs with the sauce. Put the ribs back into 

oven and bake uncovered for 20–30 minutes. Serve with rice.

S A U C E :

• 2 cans tomato sauce

• 32 oz. bottle ketchup

• 1 ½ cup cider vinegar

• 1 ½ cup brown sugar

• 15 oz. crushed pineapple

courtesy of Herman Squartsoff 



5Nernertuuten! – I ate a lot! 

In February 2013, Alutiiq Museum Executive Director Sven 

Haakanson and fi ve Kodiak skin sewers will fl y to Helsinki, Finland 

to explore Alutiiq sewing. Why travel half way around the world to 

study this Alaska Native art? In the 1840s, Finnish seafarer Arvid 

Adolf Etholén collected an impressive array of traditional items 

from the Native societies of the Alaska Gulf 

Coast. His collections are now part of 

the National Museum of Finland, and 

contain an extensive, well-preserved 

set of Alutiiq clothing. Led by Master 

skin sewer Susan Malutin, the 

sewers will study the clothing 

to deepen their knowledge 

of design, manufacture, and 

decoration techniques.

Following the research trip, 

Malutin and the 

sewers will 

share their knowledge in workshops in Alutiiq village 

schools, helping students to develop sections of a 

caribou skin parka. Th e pieces will then be assembled 

into a garment for the museum’s collection at weekly 

gatherings of a sewing circle in Kodiak. Local youth 

will be invited to participate as project interns. Th e 

entire process will be video taped to create a DVD 

about Alutiiq skin sewing practices and the cultural 

value of historic collections.

“Th is project is a way to help the growing number 

of skin sewers advance their skills,” said Haakanson. “It 

will also build ties between a group of developing artists 

and create a sense of unity among our communities. 

Exploring our culture is a great way to consider the 

bonds that unite us.”

Funds for the New Sewer’s club will be provided by 

Koniag, Inc. and a $49,988 grant from the Institute for 

Museum and Library Services.

Nuta’at Mingqusqa: The New Sewer’s Club

CollectionsCollections

Th e Château-Musée of Boulogne-Sur-Mer cares for the 

Pinart collection, a large assemblage of nineteenth century 

Alutiiq masks. In 2008, a selection of these masks traveled to 

Alaska for exhibit, and then returned to France. Th eir short 

but spectacular visit left the Alutiiq community wanting more. 

Th anks to a growing friendship between Kodiak Alutiiqs and 

the residents of Boulogne-sur-Mer, the mask collection will 

continue to be shared.

In September 2012, the Alutiiq Museum welcomed two 

ceremonial masks from the Pinart Collection for a fi ve-year 

visit. Th ese rare examples of Alutiiq spiritual culture are a loan 

to Koniag, Inc. who worked with the mayor of Boulogne to 

implement a plan for a revolving long-term loan program.  In 

2017, the two masks will return to France, but they will be 

replaced by two other examples from the collection.

Visitors can view the artifacts in a new display on masked 

dancing recently installed in the museum’s gallery. Th e display 

features prehistoric, historic, and contemporary masks, with 

text about masking traditions and photos of recent masked 

dancing performances.

Masks Return for Display

Mask Dancers performs at an honoring 
ceremony for Glenn Godfrey, Sr., 2003.  
Courtesy Will Anderson.



6Nerwagcit? – Why are you eating so much? 

Annual ReportAnnual Report

Th e Alutiiq Museum ended its fi scal year on December 31, 

2011. We look back with pride on our accomplishments. Th e 

museum continues to be a place where people come to expand 

their knowledge of Kodiak history and where the Alutiiq story 

can be explored joyfully. For the many successes of 2011, we 

are indebted to our board, donors, volunteers, and staff .

2011 Balance Sheet
Assets  2011 2010

Total Current Assets  ........................$614,694 $741,890

Total Fixed Assets  ............................$150,805 $84,017

Total Assets  .................................. $765,499 $825,907

Liabilities and Equity 

Total Liabilities  ..................................$79,725 $153,449

Total Equity  ....................................$685,774 $672,458

Total Liabilities and Equity  .......... $765,499 $825,907

2011 Profi t & Loss Statement
Revenue 2011

Total Earned Revenue .................$325,020.88

Total Donations ..........................$247,850.41 

Total Grant Income .....................$295,068.92 

Total Revenue .......................... $867,940.21 

Expenses

Total Personnel ...........................  $562,982.11 

Total Travel .................................  $ 38,750.59 

Total Services .............................  $215,508.68 

Total Supplies ...............................  $97,754.94 

Total Equipment ..........................  $24,356.95 

Total Expenses ........................  $939,453.28 

Net Proceeds ..........................  $ - 71,513.07

2011 Grant Summary

• 19 grants from 16 entities 

• $295,068.92 in grant income – 34% of income, 

40% of expenditures 

• 9 staff  members fully or partially employed 

through grant projects

Recent Highlighted Accomplishments

Collections

• Completed a project to better document and care 

for the Karluk One collection.

• Added 2 pieces of contemporary art to the collection.

• Installed additional drawers to collections storage to 

increase capacity.

Parka by Lalla Williams, seal and sea otter pelts, dyed suede, and wool 
yarn. Purchased with funding from the Rasmuson Foundation.

Education

• Hosted monthly events focused on wild foods.

• Created seven short fi lms on the Alutiiq weaving.

• Taught basket weaving in 5 Alutiiq villages.

• Hosted two Alutiiq language workshops in partnership 

with Native Village of Afognak.

• Led monthly Saturday arts programs for youth.

• Hosted a lecture series on local scientifi c research. 

• Promoted the work of 30 local artists.

• Published two books on Alutiiq heritage.

• Enhanced the museum’s web site.

Research

• Completed 15th year of the Site Stewardship program and 

16th year of Community Archaeology.

• Completed a technical report on the Cape Alitak 

petroglyphs & nominated the artwork to the National 

Register of Historic Places.

• Conducted archaeological fi eldwork at Amak site, Shakmanof 

Cove, Old Harbor, Buskin River and Karluk River.
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Complete And Return This Membership Form Today!

Archaeological Repository
215 Mission Road, Suite 101

Kodiak, Alaska 99615

Phone: 907-486-7004  Fax: 907-486-7048

email: info@alutiiqmuseum.org

www.alutiiqmuseum.org

Please make checks or money orders payable 

(in US Dollars) to the Alutiiq Museum.

Donations to the Alutiiq Museum are tax deductible. 

Alutiiq Museum

Name:

Mailing Address:

City, State, Zip:

E-mail:

CONTRIBUTION LEVELS:

❏ Nillqitaaq – Mallard .............. $10 Individual admission (For Students & Seniors)

❏ Niklliq – Red Salmon ............ $25 Individual admission

❏ Kum’agyak – Eagle ................. $40 Admission for family members

❏ Isuwiq – Seal ........................ $100 Admission for family members & guests

❏ Taquka’aq – Grizzly ............. $250 Same as Isuwiq plus gift from Museum Store

❏ Arhnaq – Sea Otter .............. $500 Same as Taquka’aq plus gift from Museum Store

❏ Arlluk – Orca ................... $5000+ Membership for employees and/or shareholders

T H E  A L U T I I Q  M U S E U M  B U L L E T I N  I S  G E N E R O U S LY  S P O N S O R E D  B Y:



Pick. Click. Give. for Alutiiq Heritage
In this season of giving thanks, the Alutiiq Museum’s board and 

staff  would like to express our sincere gratitude to our 2012 Pick. 

Click. Give. donors! Th is year 57 generous Alaskans donated a part 

of their PFD’s to support the preservation of Alutiiq heritage. Th ey 

raised $3,450 to care for collections, create exhibits, and bring Kodiak 

programs that inspire.

Stacy Studebaker was one of this year’s donors. Why did she give? 

Stacy said, “I’m overwhelmed by how much the Alutiiq Museum does. 

I can’t say enough! It is so fulfi lling to see the museum become such a 

draw in the community and increase the pride and presence of Alutiiq 

culture. I’m with the museum 100%!” 

Join Stacy. When you go online to apply for your next dividend, 

you will see the Pick.Click.Give. option. Click the link and follow 

the instructions to make your donation. You may give any amount, 

whatever is appropriate for you and your family. 

Connection: Member SpotlightConnection: Member Spotlight

Generosity Matters. Make support for the Alutiiq Museum a part of your 
New Years resolution. Donate from your 2013 PFD when you apply online.

Archaeological Repository
ALUTIIQ HERITAGE FOUNDATION

215 Mission Road, Suite 101

Kodiak, Alaska 99615

Phone: 907-486-7004  Fax: 907-486-7048

email: info@alutiiqmuseum.org

www.alutiiqmuseum.org
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Stacy Studebaker photographing Kodiak plants.
Photo courtesy Stacy Studebaker.


