
Eclipse — Iraluq tuqu’uq (literally, “The moon died.”)

CUUMI NIUGTAALLRIIT, “IRALUQ TUQU’UQ.” – BEFORE THEY ALWAYS USED TO SAY “THE MOON DIED.”

An eclipse occurs when one celestial object moves into the shadow of another. This term is often
used to describe a solar eclipse, when the moon’s shadow crosses the earth’s surface. However,
there are also lunar eclipses, when the moon moves into the shadow of the earth. Each year, the
earth experiences two to five eclipses of the sun and two to three eclipses of the moon.

There are two ways to say eclipse in Alutiiq. The first, “iraluq tuqu’uq,” means the moon has
died. The second, “macaq, iraluq pairutuk,” is a way to say, “The sun and moon passed each
other.”

According to local folklore, the moon is brighter after an eclipse. Alutiiq tradition holds that the
moon is a man who wears a different mask each night. At dusk, he enters a cave, changes his
clothes, and puts on the mask for that evening. When the moon is eclipsed, the man is said to be

wearing grease, which darkens his face. When the eclipse fades, he has cleaned himself, creating the brighter moon that follows.

Photo: A lunar eclipse in 2018.
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