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was also very helpful, guiding us through grant administration and providing a critical project
extension when the global pandemic limited access to Alutiig culture bearers, the museum, and
the collections that informed this manual. We thank them most sincerely.

This project was originally designed with assistance from former Alutiig Museum Curator
of Collections Marnie Leist, whose work with the Karluk One (KAR-001) and Old Karluk (KAR-031)
assemblages helped to define many Alutiig tool types and created images used in this manual in
partnership with Sven Haakanson Jr. Kodiak photographer Pam Foreman also took a set of
beautiful artifact photos for a related project that provided imagery for this manual. Alutiig
Elders kindly assisted in developing Alutiig names for ancestral tools. Dehrich Chya led this effort
with assistance from April Counceller. Elder Alutiiqg Speakers Nick Alokli, Sally Carlough, Kathryn
Chichenoff, Susan Malutin, Florence Pestrikoff, Sophie Shepherd and Ella Torgramsen kindly
provided insights and recommendations. We thank them all for their contributions.

Geologist Tom Corbett was especially helpful in reviewing our system for inorganic raw
material identification. He confirmed our approach and helped us refine our definitions. We are
very grateful for his professional insights. Exhibits Manager Alex Painter created the raw material
comparison kit that accompanies this manual, helped with data input and photography, and
tested the draft manual. We appreciated her patient, skilled assistance.

Volunteers Margaret Greutert, Lynn Walker, and Dionisio Barboza Ill, Museum Assistant
Wesley Pyle, and Exhibits Manager Alex Painter tested the manual. They worked with a selection
of objects from the museum’s teaching collection to identify object type and raw material using
the manual as a guide. Their feedback was very helpful in fine-tuning the presentation. We thank
them for their time, interest, and observations. Additionally, we shared a full draft of the manual
with professional archaeologists Dr. Amy Margaris of Oberlin College and Dr. Joshua Reuther of
the University of Alaska, for their input and review. Their observations provided ideas for future
improvements.

Finally, we recognize that Alutiig technology is an enormous subject and that this manual
has much room for expansion and refinement. We consider this document a beginning, a draft
to start the process of better documenting the tools and materials created by Alutiiq ancestors.
We look forward to improving the inventory as research continues.
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