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Ashley Jensen

Cama’i Hello,

_3 May, hundreds of people attended the museum’s
grand reopening. We are grateful for the strong

turnout and the tremendous community support it
reflects. It’s hard to express just how much your help
means fo us. Remodeling our building took years of
hard work and contributions from so many—advice,

donations, hands-on assistance, and encouragement.

As a symbol of our thanks, we gave away 500 beaded
necklaces on opening weekend. At Alutiiq gatherings, it
is traditional for the host family to provide gifts of food
and clothing. We mirrored this tradition, working with
staff and volunteers to create gifts of necklaces in Alutiiq
colors and patterns. If you would like fo make one,
directions are now available on the beading page of our
website. Look for the single-strand necklace activity.

As we settle back into giving tours, assisting
researchers, and working with artists, we remain
grateful to everyone who helped transform our space
and launch the next decade of service. We hope you wi
visit often. The new Alutiig Museum is for you, and we
are very proud to share it. Quyanaa tailuci'—=Thank you
for coming!

April Isiik Counceller
Executive Director

OUR MISSION

The Alutiig Museum preserves and shares the heritage and living
culture of the Alutiiq people.

OUR VISION

Celebrating heritage through living culture.

ALUTIIQ HERITAGE FOUNDATION BOARD

Chair Lorena Skonberg, Ouzinkie Native Corporation
Vice Chair Peter Boskofsky, Koniag
Treasurer Tyan Hayes, Koniag

Secretary )] Marsh, KANA

Board Member Gerald Anderson, Natives of Kodiak, Inc.

Board Member Freddie Christiansen, Old Harbor Native Corporation
Board Member Cheryl Christofferson, KANA

Board Member Fred Coyle, Akhiok-Kaguyak, Inc.

Board Member Chelsea Dallal, Afognak Native Corporation

Board Member Cheryl Heitman, At-Large

Board Member Gordon Pullar r.,

Board Member Stacey Simmons,

Leisnoi, Inc
Koniag

Board Member Rita Stevens, Emeritus At-Large

The Alutiiq Heritage Foundation

nonprofit and 509(a) public charity, funded with charitable contributions,

(d.b.a. Alutiig Museum) is a 501(c)3

memberships, grants, investments, and contracts. Tax ID #92-0150422

ALUTIIQ MUSEUM STAFF

Executive Director

Director of Advancement

Chief Curator

Dir. of Archaeology & Special Projects
Language & Living Culture Manager
Curator of Archaeology

Curator of Collections

Exhibits Manager

Museum Generalist

Gallery & Retail Manager

Store Coordinator

April Laktonen Counceller, PhD
Djuna Davidson
Amy Steffian

Molly Odell

Dehrich Chya
Patrick Saltonstall
Amanda Lancaster
Alexandra Painter
Wesley Pyle

Chyian Heine
Amelia Boger

Accredited by the American Alliance of Museums.

Alutiig Museum
215 Mission Road, Suite 101

Kodiak, Alaska 99615

PHONE: 844.425.8844
FAX: 866.335.7767

info@alutiigmuseum.org
alutigmuseum.org
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mall, infimate paintings on water-worn cobbles are

capturing Alutiiq places and traditions. These charming
portraits are the work of Ashley Jensen, who is exploring her
heritage through art. Ashley’sfather, Daniel Olsen, immersed
her in the Alutiiq world. It was particularly important to
him that Ashley understand family history. Now, Ashley is
capturing pieces of that history in paint. It began as a way
to thank new friends.

As a member of the Koniag Shareholder Committee,
Ashley enjoyed meeting other Alutiiq people and building
connections. Last fall, she decided to make gifts for her
fellow committee members. She painted each a scene from
their home village. She was surprised by the very positive
responses.

“l didn’t expect the emotional reaction and the way it
becomes a tangible memory of places that mean so much .
.. ljust wanted to do something nice, but people liked them
so much, | was inspired.”

In May, Ashley registered with the Alutiiq Seal
program. She did not intend to sell her work. However, her
pieces are so unique and beautifully made, we asked her to
participate.

“. .. it was such a great opportunity . . . it was so
emotional and meant the world for me,” said Ashley. “My
husband took my Alutiiq Seal acceptance letter and one of
the seal tags and framed them for me to have in my studio.”

Salmon drying beside cigliuat-sod houses, Old Harbor, 1889. Painted by Ashley Jensen, 2025,



https://alutiiqmuseumstore.org/
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Memories of Port Lions
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Suaruat—Puppets

box of photographs is so much more than a box of photographs! Every image captures a moment in time and has the
potential to preserve memories of people, places, and events. The Alutiiq Museum has been working to document the
twentieth-century Alutiiq world with photographs. This summer, Kodiak resident Linda Freed contributed a stack of black and
white pictures from her travels to area villages. The photos capture village life in the late 1970s and early 1980s, a fime when
many people in rural communities didn’t have cameras.
To share Linda’s gift, and thank her, we posted one photo to social media—an image of the Driffwood Café, Port Lions,
1981. We knew nothing else about the photo or the café. Port Lions residents, past and present, helped to fill us in. One reported
that the café belonged to Helen Nelson. Others remembered that Nelson served everything from taco baskets and burgers to
chicken wings, eggs, pancakes, milkshakes, and blue bubblegum ice cream. People reported that Nelson was generous and
that her restaurant was a gathering place filled with laughter. These memories brought the Driftwood Café back to life and
helped the museum document a special part of Port Lions for future generations.

“Ilremember the awesome food and kindness. | was real young and she let me make pies for her restaurant before | discovered Never Fail
Piecrust. She told everyone | made them, and they said it was good.” — Diane Nelson Cooper

If you would like to share your family’s photos with the museum, please contact Amanda Lancaster, amando@
alutiigmuseum.org. We can scan your images for our archives and return your paper copies with a digital backup.

The Driftwood Café, Port Lions, 198], da freed

here’s a new gang at the museum—a family of eight

suaruat—puppets with stories to telll We produced this
cute set of toys for our traveling education box, Who Are
the Alutiig. The box helps teachers intfroduce the Alutiiq
world to students, and the puppets are tied to a writing and
storytelling lesson. Students learn about individual puppets
and then write stories about the puppets to share with their
class or incorporate into a puppet show.

There are eight characters in the puppet set. Artist
Susan Malutin ouftfitted each one with clothing, jewelry,
and tattoos. Each puppet also comes with a biography
discussing their role in Alutiiq society.

Arnag—the woman, wears a decorated skin parka
and has chin tattoos and earrings. She talks about her daily
chores and explains the meaning of her tattoos. Pisurta—
the hunter wears a gutskin jacket and a bentwood visor.
He explains the importance of his clothing for sea mammal
hunting.

The puppets provide a fun, friendly way to learn
about Alutiiq families and lifestyles. They are a great place
for students to start exploring Alutiiq traditions. You can find
the puppet biographies, lesson plan, and information on
borrowing the education box on the traveling boxes page
of our website. The puppet set was inspired by a similar
set produced by Chugachmiut. They were produced with
support from the Munartet Project and the Alaska State
Council on the Arts.




